
 

 

One million Floridians jobless in August    
September 21, 2009 

 
Florida employers shed another 15,000 jobs in August leaving 984,000 jobless out of a civilian labor force of 9,194,000. The state’s unem-
ployment rate is now 10.7% — the highest since October 1975 when it was 11.0%. The August rate is only fractionally changed from the 
revised July rate of 10.8% but 4.2 percentage points higher than August 2008 when statewide unemployment was 6.5%. Florida’s civilian 
labor force declined slightly (-0.64%) year over year. The state’s headline rates are seasonally adjusted which smooths out some peaks and 
valleys in the data. Not seasonally adjusted, there were 1,013,000 jobless Floridians  translating to an unemployment rate of 10.9%.  

F lorida employers have shed 372,700 jobs since August 
2008.  The August job numbers continue a downward 
trend begun two years ago in August 2007 when the 
housing market began to collapse and construction came 

to a halt. In recent months however, job losses have been moder-
ating but stabilization appears unlikely before late 2010 with  
robust growth not returning until at least 2014. 
      The downturn in Florida employment began in the construc-
tion industry with residential construction the hardest hit. The 
impact was cushioned when many of the lost residential construc-
tion jobs were absorbed in the commercial sector. Today, com-
mercial construction has reached a record low and job losses con-
tinue to mount. Year over year in August, Florida lost 62,700 
construction jobs.  

     In August, the business and professional services sector lost the 
most jobs. Losses totaled 93,300 jobs or 8.2% of the sector work 
force year over year. Similarly, financial activities lost 28,900 jobs 
which is 5.5% of its work force. State and local governments also 
shed 8,900 jobs in August year over year.  
      Many of these losses can be traced to the crash of the state’s 
housing industry. An extraordinary number of jobs were created in 
both the private and public sectors to service what was then ex-
pected to be continued growth in housing. That demand began to 
disappear in 2007 and today, there is no leading indicator to sug-
gest jobs will return to their pre-boom level any time soon. Like 
the nation, many of Florida’s job losses in this recession are per-
manent rather than cyclical and the loss is rippling through the 
broader economy, including commercial real estate where the de-
mand for office space, for example, has diminished dramatically.  
      In other Florida employment sectors, manufacturing lost 
45,000 jobs (12.2%), trade, trans-
portation and utilities lost  85,100 
jobs (5.4%) and leisure and hospi-
tality lost 35,200 jobs (3.7%). All 
are year over year losses.  
      The only industry to gain jobs 
was the private education and 
health care sector. All of the gain 
was in healthcare and social ser-
vices which grew by 9,100 jobs. 
Private education declined by 4,200 
jobs year over year in August. .   
      There are approximately 
366,768 unemployed persons in 
Seacoast markets. That is 36% of 
the state total. Approximately one- 
third of the Seacoast market unem-
ployed are in the four county Metro 
Orlando area.  
      The three Treasure Coast coun-
ties have a combined 34,970 unem-
ployed persons.  
      

County August ‘09 July ‘09 
Revised 

August ‘08 

Orange 10.8 11.1 6.4 

Seminole 10.3 10.5 6.2 

Lake 11.8 11.6 7.1 

Osceola 11.8 11.7 6.8 

Brevard 10.8 11.1 7.3 

Indian River 15.2 15.3 10.0 

St. Lucie 14.7 14.9 10.3 

Martin 11.5 11.5 7.9 

Palm Beach 11.3 11.4 7.6 

Broward 9.5 9.7 6.1 

Okeechobee 12.8 13.1 10.0 

Glades 10.0 10.7 8.3 

Hendry 16.4 16.7 14.5 

Desoto 11.3 11.5 8.4 

Highlands 11.4 11.5 8.4 

Hardee 12.6 12.9 9.0 

County Rate 

Hendry 16.4% 

Flagler 15.7% 

Indian River  15.2% 

St. Lucie  14.7% 

Lee 13.5% 

State Rate 

Michigan 14.7% 

Nevada 13.0 

Rhode Island 12.6% 

California 12.1 

South Carolina 11.6% 

Washington, D.C 11.2% 

Florida Counties With Highest 
Unemployment 

Seacoast Counties in red 

In Perspective  
States With Highest  Unemployment 

SOURCE: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 

 

Unemployment rates in Seacoast served counties — August 2009 

Questions or comments? Contact William Pittenger, Senior Vice President, Chief Real Estate Economist at william.pittenger@seacoastnational.com 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



